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“Clearly, Maryland 
faces a crisis in 
school construction.” 
 
This was the simple and ominous conclusion 
of State Treasurer Nancy K. Kopp last year in 
her blue-ribbon task force report on the status 
of public school facilities in Maryland.1 
 
The Kopp Commission provided an 
unprecedented statewide assessment of the 
condition of our public schools. Yet, its well-
documented findings of a severe crisis 
confirmed the common-sense observations of 
parents, students, teachers, and other 
educators across Maryland.   
 
Our school facility crisis stretches from our 
poorest to our richest districts throughout 
the State: 

• More than 17,000 students in 
Montgomery County are going to school 
in trailers, and that the County is seeking 
$126 million for new schools in 2006.  
The 419 classroom trailers in Prince 
George’s County houses enough students 
to fill more than a dozen new elementary 
schools as high school enrollment is 
steadily on the rise.2 

• Some students in Howard County are 
forced to hold classes in libraries and in 
cafeterias, and the County is still waiting 

                                                   
1 Final Report of Maryland’s Task Force to Study 
Public School Facilities (February 2004). 
2 Washington Post, de Vise, “Pressure Builds to Rehab 
Md. Schools; Ehrlich, Lawmakers Offer Their Plans,” 
(January 27, 2005). 

for State compensation for projects 
completed 17 years ago. 3 

• The average age of school facilities in 
Baltimore City and Baltimore County is 
nearly fifty years old. 

• The vast majority of schools in Charles 
County are holding more students than 
they were planned to when originally 
constructed. 

• Harford County, Howard County and 
Anne Arundel County schools face the 
prospect of thousands of new students 
following the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission’s decision to add 
and expand missions at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground and Ft. Meade, as well as growth 
at the National Security Agency. 

• In Caroline County approximately 6,500 
new homes are in various stages of 
development.  Once these homes are built, 
the population of the county will increase 
by more than 50%.  This will require 
construction of new schools, as well as 
expansion of existing school facilities. 

 
Many local jurisdictions have been extending 
their financial capacity as far as possible to 
address the school facility issue.  In Baltimore 

City, for example, 
Mayor O’Malley, 
School Board Chair 
Brian Morris and 
School CEO Bonnie 
Copeland announced 
a $75 million school 
construction 
initiative. 
 

                                                   
3 Ibid. 
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It is clear, however, that such neither poor nor 
wealthy jurisdictions have the financial 
capacity to come anywhere near to meeting 
their facility needs on their own. That is why 
the State must step up to the plate and make a 
major long-term commitment to financial 
assistance for our 1,355 public schools across 
the State. 
 
 
Our School 
Construction Crisis is 
a School Quality 
Crisis  
 
Our first concern about our school facilities, 
of course, involves the health and safety of 
our children. But it goes far beyond that.  
Numerous studies illustrate the link between 
facilities and performance.  It should be 
understood that our school facility crisis is 
also a major educational quality crisis. 
 
A good building does not necessarily make a 
good school. Yet it certainly plays a 
substantial role in creating the kind of 
environment in which quality teachers want to 
teach and students want to learn.  
 
Researchers, for example, have found that: 
 
• “[S]afe, healthy, and uncrowded school 

facilities are a basic ingredient of a good 
educational program.”4 

                                                   
4 Ortiz, Essential Learning Conditions for California 
Youth: Educational Facilities, UCLA Institute for 
Democracy, Education, and Access (2002). 

• “When teachers work in well-designed and 
highly functional school buildings, they are 
able to be more effective than when they 
must teach in inadequate facilities.”5 

• “School facilities have a direct effect on 
teaching and learning. Poor school 
conditions make it more difficult for 
teachers to deliver an adequate education 
to their students, adversely affect teachers’ 
health, and increase the likelihood that 
teachers will leave their school and the 
teaching profession.”6 

• “[S]chool infrastructure has a critical 
impact on student attendance and drop out 
rates period…[S]chools in structural ruin 
[and] schools that rely on temporary 
buildings instead of permanent 
structures…provide an environment where 
students are less likely to attend school and 
are more likely to drop out…[I]f the goal is 
to give children the best education possible, 
the quality of the schoolhouse is of great 
importance.”7 

 
The Kopp Commission’s expert overview 
similarly concluded that the last thirty years 
of scholarly research established the positive 
link between school facilities and school 
quality.  
 
                                                   
5 Ortiz, Essential Learning Conditions for California 
Youth: Educational Facilities, UCLA Institute for 
Democracy, Education, and Access (2002). 
6 From Schneider, Linking School Facility Conditions 
to Teacher Satisfaction and Success, National 
Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities (August 
2003). 
7 Branham, David, The Wise Man Builds His House 
Upon the Rock: The Effects of Inadequate School 
Building Infrastructure on Student Attendance, Social 
Science Quarterly, Volume 85, Number 5, December 
2004.  




